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Wisdom 


One of the characteristic words frequently used to describe elderly people 
is that of wisdom. The word commonly refers to “accumulated appropriate 
knowledge and/or judgment which supposely arises from years of experience." 
This word is also sometimes referred to as prudence (careful, cautious, common 
sense or thoughtfulness in making decisions and their consequences) or discre- 
tion (using good judgment or conscientious care in the selection of one's speech 
and actions). 

Undoubtedly, the acquisition and application of wisdom is clearly needed 
for various reasons. After all, since life is a series of selected choices about actions 
and words, and their corresponding consequences, carelessness and potentially 
harmful choices should be minimized. 

How often, for example, do people inquire or seek help in facing the nu- 
merous perplexing problems which are simply part of being human? In how many 
different ways are the answers to such problems offered by many different peo- 
ple and different cultural considerations? In the light of so many differences, 
there appears to be no single way to solve or resolve the matter. Or maybe there 
is. 

When it comes to the selection of choices among the available options, 
how do we know or determine the best, most meaningful options? What should 
be our basis of authority? With all the “pushes and pulls" which compete for our 
responses, which ones are in our best interests for both now and the future? Is 
there, indeed, a best one? 

One answer to these questions may be found in the New Testament. One 
passage in particular provides an answer and concrete definition to the subject of 
wisdom — 1 Corinthians 1:30: "But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus Who of God is 
made unto us wisdom, that is, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption." 

This perspective on wisdom goes against the grain of typical understand- 
ing. In short, it is a brand of wisdom that is not of this world, it does not originate 
from any worldly culture, and is not measured by worldly criteria. 

Verses 19-29 of this passage briefly elaborate on the conflicting and dif- 
ferent natures of wisdom (worldly vs. heavenly). It is a most interesting read. 
They lead to the precise definition of heavenly wisdom in v. 30. In short, it con- 
sists of “righteousness, sanctification, and redemption.” It is to that precise 
definition we now turn our attention. 


Righeousness 


The word righteousness constitutes the first expanded meaning of what 
wisdom is, and does so from God's standpoint. How often, for example, do people 
concern themselves with what it takes to be accepted by God. This word not only 
answers such questions but also denotes the way in which such acceptance takes 
place. 

The New Testament letter of Romans is one of the crucial locations in which 
the subject of righteousness is addressed. The word, in its various forms, occurs 
66 times in this letter: 

1. "righteous, just" (1:17; 2:13; 3:10, 26; 5:7, 19; 7:12) 
2. "righteousness" (1:17; 3:5, 21, 22, 25, 26; 4:3, 5, 6, 9, 11[twice], 13, 22; 
5:17, 21; 6:13, 16, 18, 19, 20; 8:10; 9:28, 30 [thrice], 31 [twice]; 10:3 
[thrice], 4, 5, 6, 10; 14:17) 
3. "declared righteous, justified" (2:13; 3:4, 20, 24, 26, 28, 30; 4:2, 5; 5:1, 9; 
6:7; 8:30 [twice], 33) 
4. "righteous deed, justification" (1:32; 2:26; 5:16, 18; 8:4) 
. "justification, put into right relations with God, set free, acquital" (4:25; 5:18) 
6. "righteous judgment" (2:5) 

In these various forms and locations, the righteousness of God is not only 
something He possesses but also something He imparts to others through faith. It 
is a righteousness which is unashamedly revealed and declared in the good news 
of what God has done exclusively in Jesus Christ, and which may be embraced 
only by faith in Him. 

This righteousness is needed due to our moral bankruptcy. In fact, the 
wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all people who resist His offer 
of grace/faith-based righteousness (1:18). Therefore, all people should open the 
doorway to receive the righteousness of God which He Himself not only demands 
but also provides. This aspect of God's wisdom makes acceptance by Him a clear 
and concrete reality. 


Ui 


Sanctification 


The noun sanctification indicates another facet of God's wisdom. He not 
only donates His righteousness to people through faith but also sets them apart 
from worldly standards, values and pursuits to a life of "holiness." This depicts 


their moral character or make-up which God creates in an ever-growing, ever- 
learning process of Christian pilgrimage. 

Although the noun sanctification is found only 10 times in the NT (Ro. 
6:19, 22; 1 Co. 1:30; 1 Th. 4:3, 4, 7; 2 Th. 2:13; 1 Ti. 2:15; He. 12:14; 1 Pt. 1:2), 
the verb form sanctify, sanctified, hallowed, holy occurs 28 times (Mt. 6:9; 23:17, 
19; Lk. 11:2; Jn. 10:36; 17:17, 19 (twice); Ac. 20:32; 26:18; Ro. 15:16; 1 Co. 1:2; 
6:11; 7:14 (twice); Ep. 5:26; 1 Th. 5:23; 1 Ti. 4:5; 2 Ti. 2:21; He. 2:11; 9:13; 10:10, 
14, 29; 13:12; 1 Pt. 3:15; Jude 1; Re. 22:11). Again, it denotes being set apart by 
God and for God and His specific service to each and everyone who is set apart. 
The verb denotes a specific action and the noun a process of growth, develop- 
ment, and adventure. 


Redemption 


The word redemption indicates the other facet of God's wisdom. He not 
only donates His righteousness and makes one's life into a fruitful adventure of 
being set apart for service to Him, but also liberates or sets people free from the 
domination or dominion of sin over their lives. This word depicts the forgiveness 
of sin/s. 

Actually, there are 5 forms of this word in the NT which portray this libera- 
tion, setting free, or deliverance from the dominion of sin: 

"ransom" (Mt. 20:28; Mk. 10:45; 1 Ti. 2:6) 
"redemption" (Lk. 2:38; 21:28; Ro. 3:24; 8:23; 1 Co. 1:30; Ep. 1:7, 14; 4:30; 

Co. 1:14; He. 9:12, 15) 

"redeem" (Ga. 4:5; Ti. 2:14) 
"redeemed" (Lk. 1:68; 24:21; Ga. 3:13; 1 Pt. 1:18; Re. 5:9; 14:3, 4) 
"bought" (1 Co. 6:20; 2 Pt. 2:1) 

Collectively, these 5 words refer to the action of someone who "bought" or 
"paid the price" to release people from slavery to sin and its dominion over their 
lives. The good news of God is that Jesus did precisely this. He paid the payment 
which none other has or ever could pay. In the words of the hymn, "Jesus paid it 
all, all to Him | owe, Sin had left a crimson stain, He washed it white as snow." 


Conclusion 


Therefore, it makes absolute sense: rather than seeking the wisdom or 
opinions of others regarding how one may be/become accepted by God; how to 


live a life of separation unto God and His service; and have one's sins forgiven on 
a continual basis, heavenly wisdom says it is all found in Christ Jesus. Apart from 
Him, all the worldly wisdom is only temporary at best and quickly fading. It has no 
permanent value or worth compared to heavenly wisdom. 

From four different translations, 1 Co. 3:18-23 puts this matter of wisdom 
in a clear and convincing conclusion: "Let no one deceive himself. If any one 
among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may 
become wise. For the wisdom of this world is folly with God. For it is written, 'He 
catches the wise in their craftiness,’ and again, ‘The Lord knows that the thoughts 
of the wise are futile.' So let no one boast of men. For all things are yours, wheth- 
er Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the 
future, all are yours and you are Christ's and Christ is God's" (Revised Standard 
Version). 

"Let no one be under any illusion over this. If any man among you thinks 
himself one of the world's clever ones, let him discard his cleverness that he may 
learn to be truly wise. For this world's cleverness is stupidity to God. It is written: 
‘He taketh the wise in their craftiness,’ and again, ‘The Lord knows the reasonings 
of the wise that they are vain.' So let no one boast of men. Everything belongs to 
you! Paul, Apollos or Cephas; the world, life, death, the present or the future, 
everything is yours! For you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God" (Phillips). 

"Make no mistake about this: If there is anyone among you who fancies 
himself wise — wise, | mean, by the standards of this passing age — he must be- 
come a fool to gain true wisdom. For the wisdom of this world is folly in God's 
sight. Scripture says, ‘He traps the wise in their own cunning,’ and again, ‘The Lord 
knows that the arguments of the wise are futile.” So never make mere man a 
cause for pride. For though everything belongs to you — Paul, Apollos, and Cephas, 
the world, life, and death, the present and the future, all of them belong to you — 
yet you belong to Christ, and Christ to God" (New English Bible). 

"Stop fooling yourselves. If you think you are wise by this world's standards, 
you will have to become a fool so you can become wise by God's standards. For 
the wisdom of this world is foolishness to God. As the Scriptures say: 'God catches 
those who think they are wise in their own cleverness.’ And again, ‘The Lord 
knows the thoughts of the wise that they are worthless.' So don't take pride in 
following a particular leader. Everything belongs to you: Paul and Apollos and 
Peter; the whole world and life and death; the present and the future. Everything 
belongs to you, and you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God" (New Living 
Translation). 


